11th Grade Regents English

Ms. Schwartz
2014-2015 Units of Study

Overarching Theme: American Dream/Success/Ambition
Unit 1: The Great Gatsby
Unit 2: Into the Wild
Unit 3: The Namesake
Unit 4: Macbeth
Unit 5: Research Paper / Poetry
Unit 6: Regents Exam Practice Sessions
Unit 1: The Great Gatsby
 (New Unit)

September-October
	Priority Common Core State Standards

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6
Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.5
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.8
Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.9
Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.A
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.B
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.D
Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.




	Texts


Excerpt from T.S. Eliot’s poem “The Hollow Men” 

	Paired Media:

· An episode of the television show 30 Days on a couple surviving on the minimum 

· wage 

· MasterCard “American Dream” Commercial: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71KAO_bmc2o  

· Nickeled and Dimed YouTube clip: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDgFiW2xtf0  

· Study questions for Nickeled and Dimed: 

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/printables/NickelandDimed_tg.pdf  

· Cosby Show clip about living in the “real world:” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rh74tNeaZg    




	Essential Questions
	Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings


rules, patterns, trends, unanswered questions, ethics, big ideas, relationships over time, multiple perspectives, and relationships across disciplines? 


 How to write a successful expository essay about literature 

	· 
	


	CONCEPTS

Students will know…
	Strategies
Students will experience…


 issues of class, race, and gender in American society 


• anticipation guide 

	
	


	ASSESSMENT

	Formative Assessment:

Performance Assessment Options:
Performance Assessment #1: Students will write two paragraphs pertaining to the author’s intended effect in both “Winter Dreams” and “Story of an Hour” using literary elements (theme, conflict, characterization, etc.) and textual evidence to support their claim statement. 
Performance Assessment #2: Informational/Expository Essay on how Modernism, The Harlem Renaissance, and/or social classes from the 1920s affected Fitzgerald’s writing.
Performance Assessment #3: Socratic Seminar worksheets, participation and reflections.

Performance Assessment #4: Timed writing assignment on “Our Destructive Love of Stuff” by Leonard Pitts.

Vocabulary Quizzes: Students will demonstrate their ability to understand and use academic vocabulary and vocabulary from The Great Gatsby as well as the SAT word list in a vocabulary quiz each week.
Multiple Choice Questions: Students will answer various multiple choice questions related to The Great Gatsby and selected texts.



	Summative Assessment:  Synthesis Essay related to common themes from multiple sources. 




	Instructional Sequence

	1. Introduction to F. Scott Fitzgerald

2. Character development and themes within “Winter Dreams” and “Story of an Hour.”

3. Text to text connection between ideas in “Winter Dreams” and “Story of an Hour.” Written assignment based off of Task III on NYS Regents Exam.

4. Anticipation Guide on Modernism, the novel, the Harlem Renaissance, and social 

class 

· Activities/exercises related to Modernism and The Harlem Renaissance and Jazz Age 

     5. Daily journal entries on the essential questions with supplementary nonfiction articles and essays. (related to “The American Dream, ” “Success in America and its dark side,” “social class,” “materialism,” “modernism” )

6. Instruction on character development, theme development, motif development 

7. Instruction on informational/expository writing 

8. Active reading of novel and supporting texts (connected to #5)

9. Literature circle participation

10. Expository essay writing 

11. Harlem Renaissance poetry study and presentations 

12. Analysis of episode from 30 Days 

13. Socratic seminar on novel 

14. Socratic seminar on novel and “Richard Cory” 

15. Exploration of American Success’s “dark side” 

16. Projects Options – “American Dream” You Tube, etc.
17. Return to essential questions 

18. Timed writing assignment on “Stuff” by Leonard Pitts 

19. Complete American Literature chart for Modernism


Unit 2: Into the Wild
Adapted from Jamie Zartler and Mary Rodeback’s Unit written on Into the Wild
October-November

	Priority Common Core State Standards

	Priority Standards: (number and description)
11.01:Analyze and evaluate the merit of an argument by examining evidence.

11.02. Analyze an author’s unstated ideas and analyzing evidence that supports those unstated ideas.
11.03: Draw conclusions about the author’s purpose, basic beliefs, and perspectives.

11.06: Demonstrate familiarity with major American Literary periods including authors and topics.

11.07: Use textual evidence to develop and support an interpretation of a work from U.S literature.

11.12: Analyze the way in which a work is related to the themes, issues, political movements, and events of its historical period.

11.13: Provide clear written ideas

11.14: Demonstrate a competence of conventions.

11.15: Develop a thesis, cite sources where appropriate.

11.15.6 Draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience.



	Texts

	Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer

Into the Wild – Author’s Note

“To Build a Fire”

“Survivor Type”

“Into the Wild – Author’s Note”

“Curriculum Vitae” by Lisel Mueller

Emerson’s “Nature”

Emerson’s “Self-Reliance”

Thoreau’s “Resistance to Civil Government”

Epigrams

“The Spell of Yukon”

“Song of Myself” (excerpt)

“Pray to what earth does this sweet cold belong” by Henry David Thoreau 
“Good-by” by Ralph Waldo Emerson
Song lyrics from Eddie Vedder’s “Society”
“Following His Trail to Danger and Joy” by A. O. Scott: New York Times
“The Spell of the Yukon” by Robert W. Service

Excerpt from Breaking Trail: A Climbing Life by Arlene Blum




	Essential Questions
	Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings

	Thematic Questions and Skill-based Questions
· What is the relationship between nature and American identity?

· What does it mean to be a rebel?

· What is the relationship between self and society?

· What is success?

· How do we construct identity through our actions, interests, values and beliefs?

· To what extent is community essential to happiness?
	Thematic Understandings

·  American literature explores the relationship between nature and identity.

· Setting and place shape identity.

· Journey is both literal and metaphorical in understanding story.

· Students and readers of literature are engaged in their own journey.

· Non-fiction limits the borders of truth.



	CONCEPTS

Students will know…
	SKILLS

Students will be able to do…

	· How epigrams may relate to and organize text.

· Non-fiction represents a point of view.

· Character development is an argument in non-fiction.

· The relationship between transcendental writers and contemporary notions of rebellion.

· Americans have looked historically to the wilderness for solace, spirituality, and enlightenment.

· Research Option:  The American experience has changed over centuries.
	· Paraphrase text

· Embed and analyze quotations.
· Synthesize texts around a theme or essential question.
· Understand the process of constructing personal identity.
· Describe the place between community and identity.

	· 
	· 

	Academic Vocabulary:
· Fiction

· Non-fiction

· Protagonist

· Epigram

· Context Clues

· Authorial intent

· Paraphrase

· Figurative Language

· Textual Evidence

· Close Reading

· Analysis

· Feminism

· Connotation

· Embedded Quote

· Synthesis

· Thesis

· Foreshadowing

· Narrator, unreliable narrator

· Vignette

· Imagery

· Parody

· Allusion

· Hyperbole

· Anaphora

· RAFT

· Characterization

· Epilogue
	Vocabulary:
Protruded

Muskeg

Crackpot

Congenial

Scrounged

Summits

Ramparts

Escarpments

Antimony

Amalgam

Transected

Permafrost

Oxidized

Undeterred

Opaque

Contumacious

Fording

Implication

Enigmatic

Mawkish

Nomadic

Contrite

Odyssey

Unencumbered

Detrital

Egress

Emasculated

Austerity

Unsavory

Discernable

Ideologue

Bourgeois

Garrulous

Denuded

Primordial

Indelible

Prodigious

Placard

Sedentary

Unalloyed

Surfeit

Conjecture

Ascetic

Ambivalence

Opined

Recondite

Eremitic

Ephemeral

See Attached link for definitions and more vocabulary terms for chapters 9-18.



	
	


	ASSESSMENT

	

	Formative Assessments: 

Ongoing Assessments: Exit tickets, graphic organizers, comprehension checks, class discussions
Assessment Option 1: Write a Regents task 3 based response regarding the characterization of the protagonist.

Assessment Option 2: Write a comparison response between Emerson’s poetry, Thoreau’s essay, and the protagonist’s feelings about life, success, and nature in the novel. (Students will choose one work from Emerson and one work from Thoreau).

Assessment Option 3: Essential Questions Posters: Summing it up – Students will create posters that reflect each of the major texts they have encountered in this unit, providing examples of how each text engages the essential questions that have shaped our thinking. (This could help prepare them for the final synthesis essay). 

Assessment Option 4: Socratic Seminar worksheets, participation, and reflections.
Assessment Option 5: Students write free verse poems about nature based on Transcendentalist views.

Assessment Option 6: End of Unit Reflection letter – Students will ponder the following questions and write a letter to Jon Krakauer that responds to the questions and addresses the value that this book had for them.

· Do you feel, as one letter writer did, that there is “nothing positive at all about Chris McCandless’ lifestyle or wilderness doctrine…surviving a near death experience does not make you a better human it makes you damn lucky” (116); or do you see something admirable or noble in his struggles and adventures? Was he justified in the pain he brought to family and friends in choosing his own solitary course in life?


	Summative Assessment: Synthesis Essay that responds to one of the unit’s essential questions and includes references to at least four texts.




Unit 3: The Namesake
November-December

	Priority Common Core State Standards

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.3
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.A
Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.




	Supporting Common Core State Standards

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.D
Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.E
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.F
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).




	Texts

	The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

Companion Short Stories Interpreter of Maladies
Websites

Jhumpa Lahiri official author website
University of Minnesota's Voices from the Gaps website includes biographical information, as well as a brief critical analysis of The Namesake and Interpreter of Maladies
Indian Immigration
A comprehensive article on Indian Immigration to the U.S. from the Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies, with a particular focus on political issues

Interviews with Jhumpa Lahiri

Interview with Melissa Block on National Public Radio, August 2003.
Lahiri reads excerpts from The Namesake and discusses naming convention in Indian culture, the narrative structure of the novel, and its universal themes.

Interview in The Atlantic, April 2008.
Lahiri discusses the process of writing, her literary influences, and the vulnerability of being a writer.

Encyclopedia information on Nikolai Gogol

· http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G2-3404702530.html 

Writer’s Views: The Immigration Experience (NPR) Audio

· http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=3075005
Immigration, Youth, and Education Harvard Educational Review Article: http://hepg.org/her-home/issues/harvard-educational-review-volume-81-number-3/herarticle/editors%E2%80%99-introduction_826
Arranged Marriage: Trapped between two cultures http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=95683604 

Interview: Jhumpa Lahiri Speaks on "The Namesake"
http://hinduism.about.com/library/weekly/extra/bl-jhumpainterview.htm 

Nair’s “The Namesake”: A Life Between Two Worlds
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=7784461 

Articles about the author

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/l/jhumpa_lahiri/index.html 

“From Hybrids to Tourists: Children of Immigrants in Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake,” written by Natalie Friedman
Bengali Cultural Identity and ‘Multi-cultural America’ in Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake (2003): A Cultural Anthropologist Approachmoreby International Peer-Reviewed Academic Journal, ANGLISTICUM – July edition, 2013
http://www.academia.edu/4139419/Bengali_Cultural_Identity_and_Multi-cultural_America_in_Jhumpa_Lahiris_The_Namesake_2003_A_Cultural_Anthropologist_Approach 

Article: “What’s in a Name? http://www.theguardian.com/books/2004/jan/17/featuresreviews.guardianreview23 

Literary Criticism: “Struggle to Acculturate in the Namesake: A Comment on Jhumpa Lahiri's Work as Diaspora Literature!”

http://www.jnu.ac.in/library/IMDS_Working_Papers/IMDS_Sept_2009_WP_18_37-490001.pdf 




	Essential Questions
	Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings

	· What is it like to be an immigrant in an entirely different country and culture, and what are some obstacles that must be overcome?
· What is it like to be a child of immigrants, who is being pulled in two different cultural directions?

· How do our names precede us in society, and how do they define us?
· What moments define us more — accidents or achievements, mourning or celebration?
· How have expectations changed between generations in your own family? Do you want something different for your own children from what your parents wanted for you?
· What draws them to him? From where do you think we take our notions of romantic love — from our family and friends, or from society and the media? How much does your cultural heritage define your ideas and experience of love?

	· Establishing an awareness and better understanding of the Indian Diaspora in the United States

· Reading through a biographical criticism

· The importance of cultural rituals: The Naming Ceremony and the First Rice Ceremony.

· American literature explores the relationship between culture and identity.

· Setting and place shape identity.
· Students and readers of literature are engaged in their own journey of self- discovery
 


	CONCEPTS

Students will know…
	SKILLS

Students will be able to do…

	Vocabulary/Concepts

Immigrant        
Diaspora         
Identity

Surname
Cavalcade

Tentative

Prominent

Fastidious

Tepid

Supine

Raucous

Berth

Acrid

Tryst

Incessant

Agile

Acute

Nomenclature

Ensue

Lineage

Consternation

Pensive

Decrepitude

Morose

Inaugurate

Ululate

Sabbatical

Senile

foray

despondent

garrison

truncate

effigy

supercilious

namesake

frivolous

pallor

inept

baffle

arbitrary

vociferous

anomaly

dissuade

diffident

boisterous

arduous

rampant

abhor

banality

abate

azure

precarious

disparage

	· Paraphrase text

· Embed and analyze quotations.
· Synthesize texts around a theme or essential question.
· Understand the process of constructing personal identity.
· Compile multiple sources and make a strong claim statement regarding culture and its relationship to one’s identity.



	ASSESSMENT

	Formative Assessment:

· Performance Tasks: Several Task 3 regents based responses throughout our reading based on characterization, setting, symbolism, and foreshadowing.

· Performance Task: Students will thoroughly answer the Reading Guide Reflective Questions at the end of the unit and then discuss. Two out of the ten questions will be used in Socratic Seminar fashion.
· Ongoing Assessments: Exit tickets, graphic organizers, class discussions, and reading comprehension questions.

	Summative Assessment: Synthesis Essay using at least four sources related to one of the essential questions. 


Unit 4: Macbeth
January-February 

	Priority Common Core State Standards

	


	Supporting Common Core State Standards

	


	Essential Questions
	Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings

	Thematic Questions: 


	Thematic Understandings:

Skill Based Understandings:

· 


	CONCEPTS

Students will know…
	SKILLS

Students will be able to do…

	· 
	


	ASSESSMENT

	Formative Assessment:



	Summative Assessment: 



	Instructional Sequence

	


	Texts

	


